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Then placing his hand on my shoulder, he
said, "That is manliness, that is strength. We
need that in our country/'

After a short silence the Swami resumed,
"But what I had in mind is this, we live out-
doors. These things which you hide so care-
fully between four walls and a roof, we could not
hide if we wanted to. The majority of our
people are poor, and live in huts. So they are
out in the open most of the time. You cannot
hide much when you live many together in a
poor hut. And our better homes, on account
of the hot climate, are open too. There is no
waiting outside the house till some one answers
the bell, unlocks the door, and admits you. We
bathe, cook and eat our meals, sleep, pray and
work, all in the open. Even our shops are open.
And we go almost naked.

"You, on the other hand, live in a cold
climate, in a wealthy country. So first you hide
your body with clothing; your clothed body you
hide between four walls; within these four walls
each one has his private room where no one
ventures without knocking and getting permis-
sion to enter; finally your house is hidden in a
garden, and the garden hidden by a wall.

"Privacy is your ideal. We have no
privacy, all this reflects in your nature. That
is the last thing to hide, and you do it/' Then
we both laughed and talked about other things.
But before we reached home the Swami
warned me, "Don't think that all Hindus are